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SOUTH VIET NAM
Too Good to Be True

. President Nguyen Van Thieu saw it
as “a very good achicvement of our peo-
ple and our nation.” The results of
South Vict Nam’s one-man election
were very good indeed—in fact, too
good. According to the government, ful-
ly 87.7% of the 7.4 million qualified vot-

ers went to the polls last week, and
only 5.5% mutilated their ballots to in-
dicate no confidence in the Thieu re-
gime. The President’s swollen 94.3%:
vote ran absurdly far ahead of the 35%
that he won in 1967 and the 50% that
he had said he would regard as an ad-,
equate expression of popular support
in this year’s balloting. It even sur-
passed the 89% vote claimed in 1961
by Ngo Dinh Diem, boss of the tough,
autocratic regime that was toppled two
years later by, among others, a young
colone! named Nguyen Van Thieu.

The bloated Thicu vote was clearly
. unnecessary; without any jiggery-pokery,
American observers in Saigon reckoned
last week, Thicu could easily have come
out of the election with 60% or 70%
of the vote. “Maybe Thicu didn’t want
the results to be so blatantly in his
favor,” said a Western diplomat in Sai-
gon. “Maybe his province chiefs just
got carricd away. But if you measurc
American policy in Viet Nam by that
election, it flunked badly.” |

Perhaps the most surprising thing
about the election was the widespread ac-
ceptance of the results. Or was it a Te-
signed indiffercnce? Spokesmen for the
militantly anti-Thieu, antiwar An Quang
Buddhists charged that Thieu had “killed
democracy and given birth to dicta-
torship.” Supporters of Vice President
Nguyen Cao Ky urged the Vietnamese
“not to recognize the faked results.”
But never before had Thicu scemed
more firmly in command. Before the
election, when Ky’s people were raising
ominous visions of post-clection catas-
trophe, the CIA estimated that there
was a 40% chance of a post-election
coup attempt; now the estimate is clos-
er to zero. | . B .

Ready to Die. Thicu is not quite
home free yct. Though Ky’s supporters .

" have filed a taxpayer’s suit charging.

that the clection was an unconstitutional
fraud, there is little likelihood that the re-
turns will be invalidated by the Su-
preme Court; after all, Thieu can usu-
alty count on the loyalty of six of its
nine appointees. Ky's men say that he
is “ready to die in the struggle.” Since
the election, he has been cloistered in
his heavily guarded mansion at Saigon’s
Tan Son Nhut airbase, wherec he is
doubtless trying to map out his un-
cerFain future. On Oct. 31, Thicu will
be inaugurated along with his new Veep,
Former Senator Tran Van Huong, and
Ky will be out of a job.

Meanwhile, Thicu has his own trou-
bles. In coming weeks, decisions will
have to be taken on a number of long-de-

Jlayed measures, including a possible de-

valuation of the piaster, as the regime
faces up to the hard cconomic realities
posed by the U.S. withdrawal. Thieu
can only hope that his second term
will live up to the incredibly ingenuous
assessment delivered by the State De-
partment on his unhappy second elec-
tion: “a’Vietnamese solution to a Vict-
namese problem.” It was as if the U.S.
had never been involved.
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By Chalmers B Roberts

Whien {the  shaltering
events of Dallas transferred
the problem of Vietnain loa
new I_’rosideut, Yyndon B.
Jehnson ¢id not stop to ask
whether &n Arperican role
in.  Indochina made any
BENSE, e plunged forward
in the firm conviction that it
@id because he saw it as a
part of the larger postwar
history he knew so intl-
‘mately. s
Chis is the domminant fact
{hat emerges from the int-
“{ial chapter shout the war in
the former President’s mem-
oirs. WWhat The washington
‘Post 1s printing are carc
fully chosen excerpts from
the meroirs, chosen to give
the heart of Johnson's views
without all the detail the big
book provides.

One imrediate question is
how ‘his version comparcs
with {hat in the Pentagon
Papers published lasi sum-
mer. The answer js that, in
this initial chapter covering
‘1563-64, the two versjons are
not g0 much in conflict as
they are complementary.
Thig s the Presidential ov-
erview and it should be read

as sucl,

e

el
dil

the bharnyard
of the informal phras
his postretirement
sion interviews with Walter
Cronkite. Some points &are
skipped over; others omit
much of the story the Penta-
gon Papers told.

Mr. Johnson ncver made
hat he felt the
Voo Dinh Diem
was a mistake and.he says
he tofally

omits the detailed account

of American yesponsibility
in that coup. He limils hirn-
. gelf to rapping the famous
cable of Roger Hilsman on

Aug, 24, 1883, a3 “a crucial

decision” that launched two

years of chaos jn Vietnam.
Pentagon

any secrel t
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Many of those whosz
views were so vilal fo the
Pavers
even appesnt in the Johnison
account and there is only a
ssing yoference ov {wo {o
the Joint Chiefs of
ughts of its
One point of similarity: the
CIA in both cases appeared
to ‘be the most skeplical of

writes in the prose designed
“for history; there is none of
his famous informality, of
ancedote, even
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show that President Jobn-  The Pentagon }’apers; as

a

son defined “peniralization”  The New York Times ace-
of Vietnam as “ & Cemmu- count presented it, had Sea
nist takeover” and that he  born conveying an “ohvious
instructed - Ambassador  threat” The péint remains
Heney  Cabot™ Lodge that uncertain, e T
Staft and  “your mission s preeisely Tinally, Mr.. Johnson in
for the purpose of knocking  this chapter once again
lown. {he idea of neutraliza-  vents’ fis disdain for such
tion wherever it rears f1s  sunshine patriols as Sen. J.
ugly head . . " In {his chap-  William Fulbright, as he gaw
ter of the Johnson memoils, them. He is defensive as he
however, the ex-Prosident is  has been before about his
content lo declare that he 1964 campaign stateracent
believed “most thinking peo- that American boys showld
ple” recognized that French  not do the fighting that
President de Gaulle’s “new- sian boys should do for
{ralization” formula would  thomselves, He insists that
have meant © swift Comi- the voters that year “knew
munization” in Indochina,  what they were voling for,”

another point Mr. that they were not,in cffect,

Johmson refers lo a recom- lied o by a man who many
mendation by Defense Geee  came to believe was sacretly
rotary Robert S, MceNamara planning fo escalate the wer
to prepare for “eertain bor-  while running as & peace
control actions” The candidate against - DBany .
Pentagon Papers diselosed  Goldwater. - ;
that that term really meant All such points are frag-
«eovert Vielnamesc operas ments of history. None is-
tions inlo L.aos.” :
The Pentagon yapers cre- raade up one way or the
ated a major row in Canada  other aboul the initial John-

likely {o sway minds already

the disclosures of son role in the war. M.

Amorican usc of a Canadian  Johnson now has had his say
diplomat, J. Blair Seaborn,  and the hislorimns will have’
Mr. Johnson states that Sea- 1o sort it all out once the na-
porn “presented our views  iion reaches the point where
not es an advocate hut asa v a  dispassiopate view be-
dispassionate infermediary”  comes possible. ] -
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This is the second of 15 emce?‘i@ts
from former - President Johnscn's
book, “The Venlage Point,” en ac-
count of kis presidency, to be pib-
lished shortly. v B

ST EADY ON COURGMR
s

< QTS T 10ne 108
. FIRTMAN: 1963-1804

As Air Foree One carried us swiftly
baek lo Washington after the frag-
cdy in Dallas, I made & solemn private
vow: 1 would devoie every houwr of
every day during the remaindsr of
John Kennedy’s unfulfilled to
achicving the goals he had sci That
meant sceing things through in Viet
namn as well as coping with the many
other international and domesiic pt
jems he had {aced. I made this prox
not out of blind loyelty bul becats
was convinced that {ne bread lines o
his policy, in Southenst Asia and clse-
where, had been right. They were con-
sistent  with the goals the Uniled

[
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States had been irying to accomplish

in the woenid since 19435,

My first cxposure to detnils of the
problem ¢f Vietnam came forly-cight
howrs after I hod taken the oall
fice. Ambassador Henry Cabet Lodde
had flown to Washinzlon a few days
carlier Tor schedulzd confovences wilh
President Kennedy, Seerelnyy of Slate
Dean Rusk, and other ac siratlion
officials, .

Lodge we

the recent change of government
Salgon was an improverment. e was
hopeful and expecied the new militay
leaders to speed up their rar cfforts.
He stated that our government had put
pressure on the regime . of Ngo Dinh
Diem to change its courge, These pres-

_sures, he adraitted, had encouraged the’
military Jeaders who cnrrled out the

coup on November 1, 1983, However, 3
Diem and his brother Nhu had {fol-
lowed hiz advlee, Lodge sald, they
would still be alive. In his last talk
with Dicm on {the afternoon of Novera-
ber 1, Lodge had offered to help as.
sure the Vietnamese Jeader’s personal
safely, but Diem had ignored the ofler.

I turned to John MceCone and nsked

‘/what his reports from Saizon in recent

days indicated. The CIA Director re-
plied that his estimate was much less
encouraging, There had been &an jo-
erease in Viet Cong activity since the
coup, including more VC attacks. 1le
Jiad information that the enciny was
prepaving to exert e¢ven more sgvere
pressure. Je sald the Vietnamese mili-
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therr governm and were recelving
little help from civilian leaders. NMe-
Cone concluded that he could sze no
basis for an optimistic forecast of the
future. .

Yresident Xennedy's prineipal for-
eign affairs advisers agreed that it was
jmportant to underline, especially
within government cireles, the continu-

. ity of policy and dircction under the
new President. I asgreed and on No-
vember 26 approved National Security
Action Memorandum 273, It was my
first iraportant decision on Vielnamn as
president, important not becauvse it re-
quired sany new actions but hecause it
slgnaled our detenmination to perse-
vere in the policles and actions in
whichh we were already engaged.

NSAM 272, addressed to the senior

officers of tha government responsible
for foreign affaire and military policy,
hegan: .
1t remains
{he United States in South Vietnaro to
assist the people and Government of
{hat country to win thelr conlest
against the externally divected. end
gupported comraunist conspiracy. The
test of all V.S, decisions and actions in
this area should he the effectiveness of
{their contribution to this purpose,
When a President makes a decision,
he secks all the infonmnalion he can
get. At the same time, he caunot sopa-
‘ata himself from his own experience
and menory. This is cspecially true
when his decisions involve the Jives of
men and the safely of the notion. It
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office, that I should recall ceises of the

past and how we had met thom or
{ailed to meet them., No cne who had
served in the Mouse or Senate during
the momentous years of thoe 1930s,
19405, and 1950, as I hiad, could fail to
recall the many highs and lows of our
perforraance a¢ a hatlon. Like most
men and women of my generation, T
folt strongly that Werld War 1T might
have haen avoided if the United States
in tha 19308 had not glven such an un-
certain slgnal of its likely response to
aggression in ¥uvope and Asia,

The spirit that motivated us to give
our suuport to the defense of Western
Lurcpe in the 19403 led us in the 18505
{0 malke a similar promise to Southeast
Asia, The Southeast Asia Collective
Defense Treaty was gigned in Manila
on September 8, 1934, by representa-
tives of seven countrics—-Australia,
¥rance, New Zealand, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Theailand, and the United
Kingdom~—as well ag ihe United
States, v )

She Senafe then approved the trealy
by a vote of 8% t4 1, Cho only dissent-
ing velee was thet of Senator Williama
Langer of Novth Dakolr, & long-fime
apponent  of the United Nations,
NATO, and otber forms of U.S. in-
volvement in the world, Among iny old
Senate colleagues who gave their ad-
viee and consent to SEATO that day
were Aiken and Case, Fulbright and
Gore, Mansfizld and Morse,

I yespect & Langer, even if T disagree
heortily with nim, when he argues
against our having any invelvements
in Furope or Asia or the rest of the
world—and voles bis convictions. I re-
spect far more an Risenhower or &

Kenuedy wio sees our responsibilities

in the world aud acts to carry them
out. T huve litfle understanding for
thoso who talkk and vote unc way, and
after having given our nation’s pledge,
act another; for those who stand {irm
while the sun is shining, but run for
cover when a storm breaks. The pro-
tection of American interests in a
ravolutionary, nuclear world is not for
men whoe want to throw in our hand
every {ime we face a challenge.

The failure to oblain North Vietnam-
ese corapliance with the Laos Accords
of 106% was & bitter disappointment to
President Kennedy, : -

Phore was another reason the mod-
ost snecesses of Jate 1962 were not en-
lavged and multiplied in 1883, This was
internnl disruption jnside Soulh Viet
naw in opposiiion to the Diem govern-
ment and, espeelally,” in fearful reac-
tion to Diem’s brother Nhu, who was
guictly taking the levers of power inio
his own hands.
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